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“Undoubtedly a brilliant conductor of truly rare substance¨                                                                                      

Michael Bastien Weiss, AZ Kultur 
 

Since winning the first prize in the Malko Competition in 2012, the career of Venezuelan Rafael Payare 

has been on a vertiginous rise. Payare stands out for having an exceptional musicality, a natural 

mastery, a great power on the podium and a charismatic presence. He is considered one of the brightest 

promises of orchestral conducting. 

Rafael Payare is Chief Conductor of the Ulster Orchestra, in Northern Ireland since 2016, and Principal 

Conductor of the Castleton Festival in the United States, created and directed by his mentor, the 

legendary Lorin Maazel. He is also Honorary Conductor of the Sinfonietta Cracovia. 

His artistic commitment has allowed him to lead the most important symphonic ensembles. His debut 

with the Vienna Philharmonic was so successful they received a standing ovation that prolonged even 

after the orchestra had left the stage. Among his most remarkable performances are the ones he shared 

with the Munich Symphony, the Chicago Symphony at the Ravinia Festival, and the London Symphony. 

He has conducted The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, the Rotterdam Philharmonic 

Orchestra, the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, the Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra, the 

Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, the Orchestra of the National Academy of Santa Cecilia, the 

Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, the National Orchestra of Spain, the NHK Orchestra and the Simón 

Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela. 

His recent debut leading the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra in Manchester was a resounding success. The 

critics said "...the results speak for themselves and were more than impressive." Equally successful 

were his debuts with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra and at the Royal Opera in Stockholm conducting 

Puccini's La Bohème with a new staging by José Cura. Rafael Payare has performed with prominent 

soloists including Magdalena Kozena, Alisa Weilerstein, Piotr Anderszewski, Alina Ibragimova, Jean-

Yves Thibaudet, Nikolaj Znaider, Frank Peter Zimmermann and Elisabeth Leonskaja. 

Graduated from the prestigious educational program known as El Sistema, Payare begins his musical 

career as a horn performer, being for many years the Principal Horn of the Simón Bolívar Symphony 

Orchestra. In 2004 he begins his studies in orchestral conducting with maestro José Antonio Abreu. 

For the next seasons, Payare is again invited to perform with the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the 

Hollywood Bowl and with the Chicago Symphony. 2018 will also mark his debut with several 

distinguished orchestras in North America and Europe. 
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