
 

 

July, 2017 

Luis Castro 
TEACHER, AUTHOR AND CONDUCTOR 

 
 

For 20 years, Luis Alberto Castro has worked hard for the musical development of the wind-metal 

instruments through his own methodology, in which the individual technical formation goes hand in 

hand with the group learning of different symphonic works. 

In his career as a horn player and orchestral trainer, Luis has innovated the teaching process, adapting 

it to the current reality of the students. Through his work, he contributes to the development of a new 

generation of horn players, who were formed during the first decade of 2000 and are now members of 

the main Venezuelan orchestras. 

This first guidance has been a reference to different musical programs in South America. It is in 2016 

when he finishes his first method, Guide for the Preparation of the Section of French Horn. In this guide 

he offers 260 technical exercises of his authorship that can be performed both individually or as a 

group, they include exercises inspired by extracts from symphonic orchestral works from the universal 

repertoire, as well as from some horn concertos. That year he made the first series of technical training 

guides for the wind-metal, horn, trumpet, tenor trombone, bass trombone, and tuba sections. These 

guides contain technical exercises such as breathing, articulation, flexibility, fingering, and 

improvement of the sound quality, all of it in order to standardize the criteria of execution when 

forming a brass section in an orchestra. In addition, there are work sessions of an hour and a half aimed 

at children and teens that do not constantly have a specialist teacher, since they should only follow the 

indications that are proposed for their practice. 

During 2017, Luis Alberto Castro, who began teaching in 1998, concludes his first series of Orchestral 

training guides for the section of wind-metal, whose exercises are based on extracts from 20 of the 

most important orchestral passages of the Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. It is a complete 

system of collective training with 360 exercises created by Castro to strengthen and develop the 

technical capacities of the wind-metal section. Castro is developing two more guides with the same 

concept, both containing works by Gustav Mahler and Ludwig van Beethoven. His teacher, maestro José 

Antonio Abreu said about these guides: "It is a unique work of its kind within Venezuela, and within El 

Sistema". 

His pedagogical catalog includes a guide to learn the scales, in which Castro proposes a series of nine 

forms of piano accompaniment based on Venezuelan rhythms and on which the student can interpret 

any scale in any rhythmic format suggested by his teacher. 

Formed in the famous Venezuelan social and musical program known as El Sistema, Luis Castro begins 

in the musical world at the age of 9, as a chorister, in the choral group “Voces Blancas del Táchira”.  

Later on, with 16 years, he begins his studies in French horn. 

 



 

Between 2000 and 2005 he was a member of the horn section of the National Children's Orchestra of 

Venezuela. He studied at the Simón Bolívar Conservatory of Music in Venezuela, and currently holds a 

Bachelor's Degree in Orchestral Conducting, endorsed by the Royal College of Music in London. 

As Associate Conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra of Ecuador, in 2015, with which he 

performed more than 30 concerts, Castro participated in the training of members of the Youth 

Symphony Orchestra of the National Conservatory of Music of Ecuador; along with the Orquesta de 

Iniciación e Infanto-Juvenil of the Proyecto SINFIN of the Technical University of Loja; the Youth 

Orchestra of Ecuador and the Youth Training Project of the Guayaquil Symphony Orchestra. 

As a multifaceted musician he has focused on the study and execution of the French horn, teaching, 

composition and orchestral conducting, and leading more than 20 symphonic ensembles in Venezuela. 

He debuts as a conductor and composer in 2009 with the Teresa Carreño Symphony. He was Associate 

Conductor of the Guarico State Symphony Orchestra in Venezuela. In 2011, Castro conducted the Youth 

Symphony Orchestra of the Alfredo de Saint Malo Festival, in Panama; he participated in 2013 in the 

International Conducting Competition of the Cadaqués Orchestra, in Spain. Between January and 

February of 2016, he conducted the Quito City Mixed Chorus of the Sucre National Theatre.  

Between 2009 and 2011, he is part of the horn and wind-metal teacher’s team of the Teresa Carreño 

Youth Symphony of Venezuela, with whom he tours to stages such as the Berlin Philharmonie, the 

Wiener Konzerthaus, and The Royal Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, among others. He has also been a 

teacher of the National Children's Orchestra of Venezuela, in the montage of Symphony No. 1 by Gustav 

Mahler, conducted by maestro Simon Rattle, as well as in the presentations they made at the Salzburg 

Festival, and at La Scala in Milan. He conducted, between 2013 and 2015, the workshops of the row of 

horns and the sections of brass of the Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela, conducted by 

maestro Gustavo Dudamel. Castro is part of the Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra since 2006, with 

which he has recorded several discs for the German label Deutsche Grammophon, including the album 

Fiesta that was nominated for the Latin Grammy Award. 

In 2009, he participated as an International Guest Conductor at the II Festival y Academia Internacional 

de Corno in Manizales, Colombia, where he also conducted the Caldas Symphony Orchestra. He is also 

part of the teachers who gave workshops to the Los Angeles Youth Orchestra in 2012 and 2014, as part 

of the projects Mahler and Tchaikovsky developed by the Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of 

Venezuela, and conducted by maestro Dudamel in the United States. 

Between 2005 and 2012, Luis Alberto Castro received classes by international teachers such as Fergus 

Mc William of the Berlin Philharmonic; Kalervo Kulmala, Sibelius Academy and Gustav Mahler 

Jugendorchester; Markus Maskunitti, former horn soloist from Berlin Philharmonic and Royal 

Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra; Alessio Allegrini, of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra; George 

Bruckner, of the Staatskapelle Dresden Orchestra; David Bryan, ex-president of the Cologne 

Philharmonic Orchestra; Jeff Nielsen of the Canadian Brass Metals Quintet; Bruce Heim, of the Sonus 

Brass Metals Quintet; Manolo Pérez Ortega, from the Spanish Brass Metals Quintet; And Edward Brown, 

of El Sistema Chile. 

He is a member of the Venezuelan Brass Ensemble, directed by Thomas Clamor, with whom he taught 

in El Sistema Scotland. In 2001, Luis Castro founded the brass quintet PentaBrass, and then in 2009, 

created the metal assembly of the Teresa Carreño Youth Orchestra. Castro participated in the first Latin 

American Festival forbrass, where he attended classes with Empire Brass, a North American brass 



 

quintet. He was a student on the master-classes and advanced orchestral training for the brass section 

seminar, dictated by the North American teacher Rolf Smedvig. 

He has composed different musical works for both wind-metal instruments and others solo 

instruments. Some of his most remarkable performances include two concerts for Horn and Orchestra, 

released in 2009 and 2010 respectively, as well as three ceremonial fanfares for metal ensembles. 

Castro has participated in classes, trainings and courses of orchestral conducting dictated by Sergio 

Bernal, Gustavo Dudamel, Sung Kwak, Eduardo Maturet and José Antonio Abreu. 
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