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“The talent and presence of Diego Matheuz, captivated the audience and the orchestra alike¨                                                                                      

La Repubblica, Rome 
 

Ever since the English magazine Gramophone named him in 2011, one of the ten "icons of tomorrow" 

young directors, Venezuelan Diego Matheuz continues to confirm expectations by developing an 

intense and interesting musical career. In 2011, with only 27 years, he was appointed Principal 

Conductor of Teatro La Fenice until 2015. During this fruitful period, he conducted various opera 

productions, symphonic concerts and, on two occasions, the celebrated New Year's Concert, which is 

broadcasted worldwide on RAI. Diego has toured Italy and Europe as the Principal Guest Conductor of 

Orchestra Mozart Bologna.  From 2013 to 2016, Diego Matheuz was also Principal Guest Conductor of 

the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. In the 2016/17 season, he conducted in the two Berlin’s opera 

houses – Rigoletto at the Deutsche Oper, and Il Barbiere di Siviglia at the Deutsche Staatsoper –,  as well 

as Don Pascale, at the Liceu in Barcelona and again, at La Fenice, La Traviata. 

Product of the renowned Venezuelan music education program known as El Sistema, Diego Matheuz 

began as a violinist in his native Barquisimeto, and later became concertmaster of the Simón Bolívar 

Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela. The legendary founder of El Sistema, José Antonio Abreu, 

discovered his talent for leadership and took him as a student. From an early age he also received the 

support and guidance of Claudio Abbado, his mentor. 

About his elegant and refined style, which at the same time is full of strength and emotion, the critics 

have emphasized "his almost sensual sensitivity towards the tone and the nuances of the music". They 

have also said "Diego Matheuz captures hearts and minds..." 

Since he possesses a wide repertoire, Matheuz feels equally comfortable conducting Mozart or Mahler, 

Shostakovich or Bruckner, Rossini or Verdi, Ginastera, Márquez or Marsalis, and he assumes with 

enthusiasm new projects and programs. 

Diego Matheuz is invited to lead important orchestras such as the Los Angeles Philharmonic, with 

whom he conducted La Traviata at the Hollywood Bowl; The BBC Philharmonic, the BBC Birmingham, 

the Royal Philharmonic, the National Arts Centre of Canada, and the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra. In 

Italy, the Orchestra of Santa Cecilia, the Orchestra of the Teatro Regio, the Orchestra of the Maggio 

Musicale Fiorentino, and the orchestra of La Scala, in Milan. In Austria, the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, 

and the Vienna Chamber Orchestra. In France, the Orchestre de chambre de Paris, the Orchestre 

Philharmonique de Radio France, and the Orchestre National de Lyon. In Switzerland, the Philharmonia 

Zurich, the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, and the Symphony Orchestra Basel. In Japan, at the Saito 

Kinen Orchestra of Seiji Ozawa, with which he made an Asian tour, and the Tokio NHK. In Spain, he 

performed with the Spanish National Orchestra and Choir, and the Symphonic Orchestras of Barcelona, 

Castilla y León and Valencia, among others.  



 

Diego Matheuz regularly returns to Venezuela, where he conducts the Simón Bolívar Symphony 

Orchestra, of which he is Principal Conductor, and the orchestras of El Sistema, with which he develops 

an intense work of formation and expansion of repertoire. With this orchestra he debuted in Colombia, 

in 2013, directing Ludwig van Beethoven´s Symphony Nº 9 and in Mexico, in 2016, where they offered a 

concert in the National Auditorium and an outdoor concert for more than three thousand people, in 

Iztapalapa, with works by Latin American composers. 

Renowned soloists have worked under his baton: Ray Chen, Javier Perianes, Saleem Ashkar, Nicola 

Benedetti, Anna Tifu, Eva Mei, Maxim Mirinov, Pretty Yende, Roberto de Candia, Valeriano Lanchas. In 

the last edition of the ECHO Klassik awards, Diego Matheuz conducted the Konzerthausorchester Berlin 

with some of the outstanding awarded artists of that night: Anna Netrebko, Khatia Buniatishvili, Martin 

Frost, and Andrea Bocelli. This concert was broadcasted live on the German public TV channel ZDF. 

His future performances include a tour in Croatia and Austria with the No Borders Orchestra, as well as 

concerts with the Brussels Philharmonic and, in Tokyo, with the Yomiuri Nippon Orchestra. In 2018 he 

will conduct, among others, the Bordeaux Philharmonic Orchestra and the Orchestre de la Suisse 

Romande in a lyrical gala with Sonya Yoncheva. As an opera conductor, his commitments include the 

Rossini Festival in Pesaro, the Opera of Turin and, again, Venezuela, where he works to develop the 

young lyrical Venezuelan talent. 
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