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“Violinist Alexis Cárdenas is a visceral pleasure. 

His improvisations reach a perfect balance” 
All about jazz 

 
Alexis Cárdenas is a virtuous violinist, renowned for his unquestionable versatility; who throughout his 
career has blurred the boundaries between Latin American music, jazz and academic music. He is the 
first violin, since 2010, of one of the great symphonic orchestras in France, the Orchestre National de 
I’lle de-France. In his most recent soloist album, Encores Latinos, he reinvents and transforms classic 
and popular works exposing his artistic maturity and his portentous performance. 
 
The Venezuelan violinist has performed as a soloist at prestigious stages around Europe, Asia and 
America, along with important symphony orchestras, including the Vienna Philharmonic, the Monte 
Carlo Philharmonic Orchestra, the Orchestre National de France, the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, I 
Musici de Montréal, the Murcia Symphony Orchestra, the Córdoba Symphony Orchestra, the Orchestra 
of the Americas, and the Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra. In addition, he has been conducted by 
renowned figures like Lawrence Foster, Marek Janowski, Pavel Kogan and Gustavo Dudamel.  
 
He has been recognized in important international violin competitions like Tibor Varga, in Switzerland; 
Long-Thibaud, in Paris; Fritz Kreisler, in Vienna; and Henryk Szeryng, in Mexico. In May 2003, he won 
the Second Prize and the Audience Prize in the Concours musical international de Montréal, in Canada. 
In 2012, he was awarded with the Medal of Honor of the French Senate for his contribution to the 
diffusion of Latin American culture and arts in that country. In the same year he was also recognized as 
Best Classical Artist of the Year in the Venezuelan Music Awards and as Ambassador of the 
Francophonie. 
 
Alexis began his violin studies in Maracaibo, Venezuela, with maestro José Luis Balda; this led him to 
debut, at the age of 12, with the Violin Concerto in E minor, by Felix Mendelssohn, accompanied by the 
symphony orchestra of that city. In Caracas, he studied in the social and musical program worldwide 
known as El Sistema, with maestro José Francisco del Castillo. He continued his studies in New York at 
the Juilliard School of Music, with Margaret Pardee. At the age of 17, he became the concertmaster of 
the National Philharmonic Orchestra of Venezuela, in Caracas. 
 
Under the auspices of the Mozarteum Foundation Caracas, he studied at the Paris Conservatory with 
maestro Olivier Charlier. In 2001, he culminated his Troisième Cycle (Perfecting Cycle) with his violin 
teachers Jean-Jacques Kantorow and Roland Daugareil. He graduated with the First Prize for the Jury by 
unanimity and the Premier Nommé. 
 

 



 

In recent years he has developed an intense activity in chamber music, performing at important 
international festivals along with artists such as Olivier Charlier, Gérard Caussé, Gabriela Montero, 
Richard Galliano, El Trío Wanderer, Didier Lockwood, and Lito Vitale.  
 
Given that for Alexis Cárdenas the sound of a pajarillo, tango, waltz or merengue presents different 
ways of playing the violin, he has recorded three additional albums as a soloist performing Latin 
American and Venezuelan music: Ensamble Gurrufío presenta a Alexis Cárdenas (2005), Geológico 
(2008) and La Canción de la Música Venezolana II (2009). 
 
With the group of Latin American music, Recoveco, founded by him, Alexis has recorded three albums: 
Recoveco, Bicho y Hecho and Recoveco en Vivo. This music group brings together Venezuelan and 
Colombian musicians. There, he shares the sounds of his violin with Nelson Gómez (guitarrón), 
Francisco González (guitar), Rafael Mejías (percussion), and Ricardo Sandoval (mandolin, bandola and 
cuatro). 
 
He has participated as a special guest in several recordings with outstanding musicians: Sesiones con 
Moises Torrealba, with Ensamble Gurrufío; Simón Díaz Universal, with Ofelia del Rosal; Bak Trío, Live in 
Marsiac and Tangaria Luz Negra, with Richard Galliano; Entre manos, along with the music group C4 
Trío; Evolución, with Carlos Capacho; and Camaleón, with Palos y cuerdas. 
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